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Dear professional assessor,

We wish to enlist your help in assisting eligible candidates with disabilities in their application to the Equipment and Assistive Technology Initiative (EATI). This initiative is a partnership between the BC Personal Supports Network and the Ministry of Social Development. EATI provides funding for the purchase of equipment and assistive devices and supports like assessment, trialing and training for individuals with disabilities who have a goal that will eventually lead to employment.

A number of community organizations, through the BC Personal Supports Network have joined together to promote the full participation for people with disabilities through the provision of equipment and assistive technology using the person-directed, functional approach of the Participation Model for Personal Supports. Network members donate their knowledge and resources to the EATI initiative and assist individuals with the process of making their personal goals and identifying functional barriers and possible solutions. 

One of the key principles of the person directed Participation Model is self-determination and choice and this is applied in EATI. This means that EATI applicants’ goals are not subjected to the judgment of others and applicants are free to choose whatever equipment or assistive technology will work for them as long as it removes a functional barrier. The role that the professional assessor plays in the EATI process is to work with applicants in assessing both barriers and options and to provide advice that the applicant will use in making a final choice. Some individuals who may not be able to make decisions independently can be represented in this solution finding process by trusted legal representatives, family members or friends. The EATI application process is envisioned as an open and collaborative consultation with assessment professionals and service providers that enables the applicant to make informed choices.

We hope that you will play an active role both in promoting EATI with people with disabilities and engaging with EATI applicants, where needed, in assessment, trialing or training. In order to make your consultation more effective, we are providing some guidelines that will enable you to document the assessment and provide only the information required   by EATI.  This will ensure that your time is spent efficiently and EATI applicants’ personal privacy is protected.

Thank you for the valuable contribution that you will make to helping British Columbians with disabilities to realize their goals for full participation.

For more information on the BC Personal Supports Network and EATI please visit our website: www.bcpsn.org or call toll free: 1-877-333-7554 
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EATI Professional Assessment Documentation Guidelines

Your assessment will be most effective in facilitating a successful application when the following information is included.  Details regarding secondary disabilities that do not affect the applicant’s ability to achieve their EATI employment goal are not required.  

Provide details regarding the applicant’s disability and how it affects their ability to achieve their EATI employment goal.  

Also include: 

· How long the applicant has lived with their disability;

· If their disability is stable, improving or getting worse and if it is likely to change within the next two years;

· A list of the relevant devices owned by the applicant (if any) and indicate how each will or will not help them achieve their EATI goal (meets needs so is not requesting a replacement,  needs upgrading/augmenting, needs replacing etc.)

Indicate which devices the applicant has trialed, for how long and the outcome of the trial.

· Give the name, model, specific features (if any) and accessories needed for the devices being requested.

Explain how each item listed above will help the applicant achieve their EATI goal.

· Indicate whether the applicant will require training in order to effectively use the device being requested.
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